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Abstract— The ‘Tiger of Bengal® Sir Ashutosh Mukhopadhyay not only achieved fame as an educationist and jurist, but his
unforgettable role in the spread and expansion of Buddhism in Bengal is wort mentioning in this context.Being associated with
the Calcutta Mahabodhi Society of India and the Buddhist Dharmankur Sambha, Sir Ashutosh was one of the inevitable figures
not only in organizational activities but also in mobilizing Buddhism and cultural activities among the masses. The paper
discusses the unforgettable role of Buddhist monk Anagarika Dharmapala, Kripasaran Mahasthavir and most importantly Sir
Ashutosh in the renaissance of Buddhism in undivided Bengal and India. Efforts will be made to shed light on that glorious role
of Dr. Mukherjee on establishment of Department of Pali in University of Calcutta
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HARES © 9E SEY FAT TAOW| ©F JERES — “ The objective of the university in

undertaking this venture was to open out to its advanced students an opportunity for a comprehensive study
of that distinct and widespread civilization which is represented by Buddhism. The fact should not be lost
sight of that from the 5th century B.C to the 12th Century A.D. Buddhism moulded thoughts, ideals and
literatures of the entire Far East. The history of Buddhism is also a story of Cultural contacts between
different groups of people in South,SouthEast and East Asia. The Department of Pali studies was intended
to provide opportunities for the study of the cultural contacts between all these different regions.”®
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